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https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/acts/23RS/actsmas.pdf
https://louisvilleky.gov/criminal-justice-commission/document/crime-arrest-and-jail-population-covid-19-impact
https://louisvilleky.gov/criminal-justice-commission/document/crime-arrest-and-jail-population-covid-19-impact
https://transportation.ky.gov/HighwaySafety/Documents/cik_2019.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/dope/etc/cron.html
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/dope/etc/cron.html
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/dope/etc/cron.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/acts/11RS/documents/0002.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/pardon/presidential-proclamation-marijuana-possession
https://governor.ky.gov/attachments/20221115_Executive-Order_2022-798_Medical-Cannabis.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/acts/23RS/actsmas.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/recorddocuments/note/23RS/sb47/CI.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=39536#:~:text=(1)%20A%20person%20is%20guilty%20of%20possession%20of%20marijuana%20when,%2Dfive%20(45)%20days
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=39536#:~:text=(1)%20A%20person%20is%20guilty%20of%20possession%20of%20marijuana%20when,%2Dfive%20(45)%20days
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/politics/2019/08/28/jefferson-county-prosecutor-drops-small-marijuana-possession-cases-louisville-kentucky/2138978001/
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/politics/2019/08/28/jefferson-county-prosecutor-drops-small-marijuana-possession-cases-louisville-kentucky/2138978001/
https://kycourts.gov/AOC/Information-and-Technology/Analytics/Custom%20Reports/Possession_of_Marijuana_Charges_Convicted_CY_22_YTD_Jefferson.pdf
https://kycourts.gov/AOC/Information-and-Technology/Analytics/Custom%20Reports/Possession_of_Marijuana_Charges_Convicted_CY_22_YTD_Jefferson.pdf
https://www.leoweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/General-Memorandum-23-003-Medical-Marijuana-Executive-Order.pdf?x35890
https://www.leoweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/General-Memorandum-23-003-Medical-Marijuana-Executive-Order.pdf?x35890
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https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=9650
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=9650
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=54047
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=9652
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/recorddocuments/note/23RS/sb47/CI.pdf
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/kentucky/articles/2022-10-13/beshear-seeks-details-on-marijuana-possession-convictions
https://kypolicy.org/kentucky-criminal-legal-system-fines-and-fees/
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=20097
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=20098
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=46762
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=20697
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=44674
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=20701
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=43333
https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/07/31/revoked/how-probation-and-parole-feed-mass-incarceration-united-states
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=19166
https://www.cbpp.org/research/state-budget-and-tax/step-one-to-an-antiracist-state-revenue-policy-eliminate-criminal
https://www.cbpp.org/research/state-budget-and-tax/step-one-to-an-antiracist-state-revenue-policy-eliminate-criminal
https://kbn.ky.gov/KBN%20Documents/reporting-criminal-convictions-brochure.pdf
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/NFCE86A0028F211ED9F64D8129F531DA3?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/NFCE86A0028F211ED9F64D8129F531DA3?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://kbml.ky.gov/board/Pages/Board-and-Criminal-Action-Reporting-Requirement.aspx#:~:text=According%20to%20201%20KAR%209,of%20the%20entry%20of%20judgment
https://kbml.ky.gov/board/Pages/Board-and-Criminal-Action-Reporting-Requirement.aspx#:~:text=According%20to%20201%20KAR%209,of%20the%20entry%20of%20judgment
https://kbml.ky.gov/board/Pages/Board-and-Criminal-Action-Reporting-Requirement.aspx#:~:text=According%20to%20201%20KAR%209,of%20the%20entry%20of%20judgment
https://www.kyhousing.org/Rental/Documents/Landlord%20Orientation%20Book.pdf
https://dpa.ky.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/CollateralConsequencesManualFINAL051513.pdf
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title8-section1227&num=0&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title8-section1227&num=0&edition=prelim
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https://dpa.ky.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Expungement-Guidebook-updated-6.16.2023.pdf
https://dpa.ky.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Expungement-Guidebook-updated-6.16.2023.pdf
https://kypolicy.org/banning-no-knock-warrants-first-step-in-addressing-police-violence-demilitarization/
https://kypolicy.org/banning-no-knock-warrants-first-step-in-addressing-police-violence-demilitarization/
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2019/01/29/law-enforcement-violence
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US,KY,louisvillejeffersoncountymetrogovernmentbalancekentucky,louisvillecitykentucky,lexingtonfayetteurbancountykentucky,bowlinggreencitykentucky/RHI225221
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US,KY,louisvillejeffersoncountymetrogovernmentbalancekentucky,louisvillecitykentucky,lexingtonfayetteurbancountykentucky,bowlinggreencitykentucky/RHI225221
https://corrections.ky.gov/About/researchandstats/Documents/Monthly%20Report/2022/Inmate%20Profile%2007-2023.pdf
https://www.aclu.org/report/tale-two-countries-racially-targeted-arrests-era-marijuana-reform
https://www.aclu.org/report/tale-two-countries-racially-targeted-arrests-era-marijuana-reform
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/fayettecountykentucky/PST045222
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/crime/2019/01/25/marijuana-laws-louisville-african-americans-busted-more-for-pot/1409913002/
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/crime/2019/01/25/marijuana-laws-louisville-african-americans-busted-more-for-pot/1409913002/
https://disa.com/marijuana-legality-by-state
https://www.ncsl.org/health/state-medical-cannabis-laws#:~:text=Medical%2DUse%20Update,1%20below%20for%20additional%20information
https://www.ncsl.org/health/state-medical-cannabis-laws#:~:text=Medical%2DUse%20Update,1%20below%20for%20additional%20information
https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/790303/NCIA%20White%20Papers/PolicyCouncil_SocialEquity_updated4.19_digital_v3.pdf


County
People with a 

cannabis-related 

charge

People with a 

cannabis-related 

conviction Percent convicted 

Charged per 1,000 

residents per year

Convicted per 1,000 

residents per year

Adair 1,272 993 78 3.4 2.6

Allen 1,233 810 66 3.1 2.0

Anderson 1,503 1,143 76 3.5 2.6

Ballard 1,222 821 67 7.5 5.1

Barren 4,114 2,582 63 4.9 3.0

Bath 554 434 78 2.3 1.8

Bell 2,549 1,452 57 4.6 2.6

Boone 8,230 4,988 61 3.4 2.1

Bourbon 1,232 846 69 3.1 2.1

Boyd 2,760 2,181 79 2.8 2.2

Boyle 2,198 1,381 63 3.8 2.4

Bracken 291 208 71 1.7 1.2

Breathitt 892 508 57 3.2 1.8

Breckinridge 977 691 71 2.4 1.7

Bullitt 5,138 2,830 55 3.4 1.9

Butler 788 481 61 3.1 1.9

Caldwell 995 825 83 3.9 3.2

Calloway 2,488 1,790 72 3.3 2.4

Campbell 9,841 5,837 59 5.4 3.2

Carlisle 394 294 75 3.9 2.9

Carroll 1,797 1,364 76 8.4 6.4

Carter 1,190 797 67 2.2 1.5

Casey 918 807 88 2.9 2.5

Christian 6,623 4,615 70 4.6 3.2

Clark 2,022 1,482 73 2.8 2.1

Clay 1,279 818 64 3.0 1.9

Clinton 598 364 61 3.0 1.8

Crittenden 643 507 79 3.5 2.8

Cumberland 652 431 66 4.8 3.2

Daviess 8,010 5,440 68 4.1 2.8

Edmonson 934 470 50 3.9 1.9

Elliott 270 198 73 1.8 1.3

Estill 826 465 56 2.8 1.6

Fayette 18,093 11,733 65 3.0 1.9

Fleming 699 533 76 2.4 1.8

Floyd 2,022 1,459 72 2.6 1.9

Franklin 4,250 3,068 72 4.3 3.1

Fulton 1,042 762 73 7.8 5.7

Gallatin 1,278 684 54 7.5 4.0

Garrard 1,245 822 66 3.7 2.4

Grant 1,646 1,258 76 3.3 2.6

Graves 3,630 2,658 73 4.9 3.6

Grayson 1,463 1,089 74 2.8 2.1

Green 516 410 79 2.3 1.8

Greenup 1,637 1,131 69 2.3 1.6

Appendix: Cannabis Charges and Convictions by County 2002-2022



County

People with a 

cannabis-related 

charge

People with a 

cannabis-related 

conviction Percent convicted 

Charged per 1,000 

residents per year

Convicted per 1000 

residents per year

Hancock 516 361 70 3.0 2.1

Hardin 9,230 5,358 58 4.4 2.6

Harlan 1,397 969 69 2.4 1.7

Harrison 693 551 80 1.9 1.5

Hart 1,458 969 66 3.9 2.6

Henderson 3,844 2,963 77 4.2 3.2

Henry 1,737 1,053 61 5.6 3.4

Hickman 322 218 68 3.4 2.3

Hopkins 3,757 2,753 73 4.1 3.0

Jackson 707 473 67 2.6 1.8

Jefferson 72,717 29,439 40 4.9 2.0

Jessamine 2,370 1,625 69 2.4 1.7

Johnson 1,205 840 70 2.6 1.8

Kenton 14,024 7,931 57 4.3 2.5

Knott 531 346 65 1.7 1.1

Knox 2,124 1,305 61 3.4 2.1

Larue 1,163 900 77 4.1 3.2

Laurel 4,096 2,615 64 3.5 2.2

Lawrence 814 616 76 2.6 1.9

Lee 403 251 62 2.7 1.7

Leslie 710 359 51 3.2 1.6

Letcher 934 681 73 2.0 1.5

Lewis 501 411 82 1.8 1.5

Lincoln 1,099 673 61 2.2 1.4

Livingston 898 724 81 4.8 3.9

Logan 2,833 1,844 65 5.3 3.4

Lyon 2,748 2,001 73 16.4 11.9

Madison 6,058 3,551 59 3.6 2.1

Magoffin 1,053 615 58 4.1 2.4

Marion 1,594 1,229 77 4.1 3.2

Marshall 2,650 1,905 72 4.2 3.1

Martin 597 448 75 2.4 1.8

Mason 1,106 854 77 3.2 2.5

Mccracken 7,886 6,814 86 6.0 5.2

Mccreary 1,079 721 67 3.1 2.0

Mclean 652 566 87 3.4 3.0

Meade 1,391 1,139 82 2.4 2.0

Menifee 494 355 72 3.8 2.8

Mercer 1,100 818 74 2.6 1.9

Metcalfe 1,033 685 66 5.1 3.4

Monroe 809 502 62 3.7 2.3

Montgomery 892 677 76 1.7 1.3

Morgan 578 412 71 2.1 1.5

Muhlenberg 2,059 1,749 85 3.3 2.8

Nelson 2,959 2,126 72 3.4 2.4

Appendix: Cannabis Charges and Convictions by County 2002-2022



County

People with a 

cannabis-related 

charge

People with a 

cannabis-related 

conviction Percent convicted 

Charged per 1,000 

residents per year

Convicted per 1000 

residents per year

Nicholas 407 332 82 2.8 2.3

Ohio 1,864 1,086 58 3.9 2.3

Oldham 3,167 1,679 53 2.6 1.4

Owen 567 449 79 2.6 2.1

Owsley 391 265 68 4.3 2.9

Pendleton 762 547 72 2.6 1.9

Perry 1,622 1,095 68 2.9 2.0

Pike 3,136 1,226 39 2.5 1.0

Powell 1,472 1,021 69 5.8 4.0

Pulaski 3,554 1,899 53 2.8 1.5

Robertson 68 56 82 1.5 1.3

Rockcastle 1,664 950 57 5.0 2.8

Rowan 1,848 1,364 74 3.9 2.9

Russell 1,254 806 64 3.6 2.3

Scott 2,395 1,806 75 2.5 1.9

Shelby 2,925 2,046 70 3.4 2.4

Simpson 2,237 1,454 65 6.3 4.1

Spencer 1,160 800 69 3.4 2.3

Taylor 1,685 1,339 79 3.4 2.7

Todd 1,141 765 67 4.6 3.1

Trigg 1,390 1,063 76 4.9 3.8

Trimble 539 338 63 3.1 1.9

Union 1,359 1,139 84 4.6 3.8

Warren 12,101 7,291 60 5.1 3.1

Washington 593 446 75 2.5 1.9

Wayne 919 604 66 2.2 1.5

Webster 965 715 74 3.6 2.7

Whitley 2,706 1,681 62 3.7 2.3

Wolfe 770 446 58 5.4 3.1

Woodford 1,657 1,249 75 3.3 2.5

Source: KyPolicy analysis of data from the Vera Institute and 2002-2022 Census County Population Estimates.
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