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INCARCERATION RATES

COMPARING KENTUCKY
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Timeline

1970s & 1980s: “Tough on crime”
policies enacted in them including
harsher penalties as part of the “War on
Drugs”
Early 1980s: a class action lawsuit was
filed by incarcerated people for abuse &
poor conditions they suffered in
overcrowded prison
* Federal court order restricted the
number of people that could be
incarcerated in several of the state
prisons
 DOC created “controlled intake
process” where people waited for
prison bed in county jails (counties
not paid for this)
1987: lawsuit by counties & incarcerated
people for state to reimburse counties
and quicker transfer to prisons
* Court required state to pay counties
* Counties then sought to hold
individuals in state custody
1992: Legislation passed requiring Class
D sentences of 5 years or less be served
in county jails
2000: Legislation passed enabling jails to
house individuals serving Class C &
longer Class D sentences as well

Kentucky's Jail Population Increased 711% 1970-2022

Kentucky jail population and total incarcerated population over time
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The human costs of incarceration cannot be overstated, in both the short
and long term, on the health, wellbeing and economic security of
individuals, families and communities.



Kentucky Has 77 County Jails

2022 Jail Classifications

Regional Jails
Full Service Jails

Closed Jails

Full Service Jails 70
Regional Jails 4

Life Safety Jails 3 KyPOI icy

Rev. 05/2021 Closed Jails 43




Kentucky Jail Overview
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Jail Population and Capacity Jail Population, by Jurisdiction
. 25,000 Reported Population
* 44% in state custody (DOC)
e Total Jail Beds

21,499

* 9% in federal custody
* 46% in county custody

* Individuals in state custody in county jails
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serving felony incarceration sentences in
Kentucky (the other half are in state

prisons)
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and several are over 200% capacity (as of

Jan. 19. 2023)



Who is in our county jails?




Kentucky Jail Population, January 2011 - December 2022

County Start Date January 2011 End Date December 2022
Leshe County
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Financial Situation Kentucky Counties Are

* Most counties are struggling financially, especially in rural
KY
* Incarceration is expensive
* Those responsible for the county budget (i.e. County Judge
Executive) can’t control who comes into the jail and who
leaves the jail
 Law enforcement makes arrest & charging decisions
* Judges decide if an individual has to pay money bail
to be released pretrial, and how much the bail
amount is, etc.
* Prosecutors influence judges’ decisions
* Investing in a much bigger jail can seem like a “solution”

to some Kentucky counties trying to make ends meet

COUNTY
EXPENSES

Daily cost to
incarcerate
$44 per
person

County pays
for own
county’s

pretrial &
misdemeanor
folks

Many counties
still making
bond
payments on
jail/s
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COUNTY
REVENUE

h DOC pays at
1 least $31.34
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day

Other
counties pay
to house their
pretrial &
misdemeanor '
folks Federal
govn pays
. - highest per-
diem

Jails subject
incarcerated
a  people to fees

Incarcerated
people work for
low wages,
which saves the
county money




GC JAILER JASON WOOSLEY DONATES A QUARTER-
MILLION DOLLARS FROM JAIL FUND TO COUNTY
GOVERNMENT

B MARCH 20, 2018 4 LOCAL NEWS

< At Tuesday afternoon’s Grayson County Fiscal
Court meeting, Jailer Jason Woosley announced
the Grayson County Detention Center is donating
| $250,000 to county government.

| The Grayson County Detention Center, the only
financially self-sufficient jail in Kentucky, is no
stranger to lending a helping hand in the
community. Whether it be Woosley donating
inmate labor to help at the Leitchfield Animal
Shelter, or assisting with expenses at the Eg11 Call
Center, or donating vehicles and equipment to the
sheriff’s office, county Road Department and
county fire departments, he has always proved to be
eager to help where he and his staff are able.

And not to be overlooked is the jail, at its expense,

also paying for and building the new Grayson

County Coroner’s Office (formerly barely larger

than a walk-in closet). The jail is also currently
providing labor as the sheriff’s office undergoes much-needed remodeling.
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Kentucky Jail Population, January 2011 - December 2022
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Kentucky Jail Population, January 2011 - December 2022
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Drivers of Jail Overcrowding

Since Reform Bill the Kentucky General Assembly Has Passed Six
@ i pskdine @ ncdiave <222 Times as Many Laws to Increase Incarceration as to Reduce It

The new version of th n book,” Criminal Law of Kentucky 2023
ed., just came out.

And for the first time ever this updated compilation of KY’s criminal

laws coul fit into one volume!
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Policy Solutions:

No new jails
Stop increasing criminal penalties
Address perverse financial incentives in system
Make needed pretrial policy changes
Make meaningful sentencing policy changes

Invest in communities
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Questions?
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