
 

Federal Budget Puts Critical Investments at Risk in Kentucky’s        
4th Congressional District 

The vast majority of Kentuckians would be worse off under the recent federal tax cut proposals. Crafted to benefit 

the wealthiest individuals and largest corporations, the plans would put fiscal pressure on already strained public 

programs, forcing cuts to vital investments, and leave behind nearly 40 percent of children in working families from 

the Child Tax Credit expansion. Its tax cuts are focused on the very wealthiest, with the top 1 percent in Kentucky 

bringing in 40 percent of the value of the tax cuts by 2027, even while taxes would go up for more than 1 in 5 

middle- and upper-middle income Kentuckians.1 Top-heavy tax cuts don’t spur the economy like targeted 

investments in programs such as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).2 Worse, $1.5 trillion in 

tax cuts would jeopardize mandatory and discretionary programs vital to Kentucky’s 4th Congressional District, 

some of which are described below.  

 

Medicaid 

Medicaid is a cornerstone of our system of health care coverage, providing access to important preventative 

services, substance abuse treatment and care for chronic conditions, among other programs. In the 4th 

Congressional District, a total of 200,855 people, including seniors, people with disabilities, children and low-

income workers were covered through Medicaid in 2016.3 Medicaid also brings millions of federal dollars in the 

economy of every Kentucky community, resulting in jobs for nurses and other care providers. 

SNAP food assistance 

SNAP helps low-income Kentuckians afford basic food needs and boosts the economy during downturns when 

more people become eligible. In 2015 in Kentucky’s 4th Congressional District: 

 33,056 households were receiving SNAP food assistance in 2015.4  

 8,067 of these households had an elderly person. 

 17,648 of these households had a child under 18. 

 70 percent of SNAP families with 2 or more people had at least 1 person who worked during the year but 

still struggled to put food on the table. 



 

Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 

SSI provides income support for individuals who are disabled or elderly and have little income and few assets. It is 

a lifeline for very low-income families caring for children with severe disabilities — including Down syndrome, 

cerebral palsy, autism, intellectual disability, and blindness. SSI provides financial support to these families that, 

due to the demands of caring for a child with a disability, face higher costs and more demands on their time. 

Without SSI, many more Kentuckians with disabilities would be in poverty; the program has been shown to lift half 

of otherwise poor child beneficiaries out of poverty and reduce deep poverty. In December 2016, there were 19,996 

SSI beneficiaries in the 4th Congressional District who received $11,003,000 in benefits, an average of $550 per 

person for the month.5 

Pell 

The Pell Grant program provides financial assistance for low-income individuals to attend and complete college. By 
increasing access to education and training for those who would otherwise not be able to afford it, Pell also helps to 
address poverty. Pell Grant awards are already modest in comparison to the rising costs of college, and cuts would 
make higher education out of reach for more Kentuckians. In 2017, 12,624 students in Kentucky’s 4th 
Congressional District received a Pell Grant.6 

EITC 
The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) helps raise living standards for low- and moderate- income workers, and is a 
strong anti-poverty tool in Kentucky. The EITC lifts more people out of poverty than any other program besides 
Social Security. In tax year 2014, 54,587 tax filers in Kentucky’s 4th Congressional District received $126 million in 
tax credits through the EITC, an average of $2,316 per filer.7 

HUD Housing Assistance 
Programs administered through the Cabinet for Housing and Urban Development help keep a roof over the heads 
of 20,786 families in the 4th district. These are programs like Section 8 vouchers, public housing, supportive 
housing for the elderly and people with disabilities and others.8   

Non-Defense Discretionary 
Federal Non-Defense Discretionary (NDD) funding grants are investments in critical programs that support 

vulnerable Kentuckians, and are currently funded at historically low levels. NDD funds in our state go to education 

programs such as Head Start, assistance for low-income kids and families such as the Child Care and 

Development Block Grant and provide a wide range of other services to Kentuckians that make our communities 

safer and healthier and develop the workforce and economy.  
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